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Musicians unite in common goal 
BY HAMISH MACLEAN 

WITH a mere six days of 
rehearsals - starting yesterday 
-the talent at Waitaki's national 
music camp consistently puts 
together a "wonderful concert", 
Whitestone Community Arts 
Council spokeswoman Bronwyn 
Judge says, 

In its 21st 
year, the Wai
taki Summer 
Music Camp 
had a regular 
audience 
established in 
the district for 
its orchestral 
concert at Wai
taki Boys' High 
School audi-

Paul Claman torium, to be 
held this year 

on Saturday, January 14, at 
7.30pm, 

"It's a wonderful opportunity to 
see young people working with 
very experienced people," Ms 
Judge said. "There's actually a 
huge amount of talent and it 
always surprises me just how 
wonderful it sounds, because 
they don't have that long to 
practise together as a group." 

The arts council promotes the 
orchestral concert by the camp, 
run from the Oamaru high school 
as a midway point, of sorts, for its 
Dunedin and Christchurch 
organisers. 

The intensive, yet family
oriented, nature of the camp 
allowed a camaraderie to be 
established, organiser Paul Cia
man said. 

With participants from across 
New Zealand living on campus 
during the holidays, players gel-

Tight squeeze 
A Jones Contracting JCB navigates 
past a Queenstown fire appliance 
yesterday morning which got stuck 
on the Moke Lake Rd on Sunday 
night. 

Queenstown Volunteer Fire 
Brigade Deputy Chief Fire Officer 
Andrew Barry said the station was 
called about a bonfire lit at Moke 
Lake about Bpm. However, when 
one of the two trucks responding 
pulled to the left on the narrow 
gravel road to let another vehicle 
past, the road subsided. 

The truck, which weighed about 
10 tonne, was stuck on its axle. Mr 
Barry said crews stayed at the 
scene until about 1.30am trying to 
get the truck out before deciding to 
leave it overnight. in the care of a 
security guard. 

Just after 9.30am a crew from 
Jones Contracting returned to the 
scene with a JCB and an excavator 
tn h .. ln lift th .. tr111'i< hal' I< nn tn th .. 

String thing ... Clockwise from above: First violin Anne Loeser, of Wellington, and Britta Hammil, of Dunedin, 
play during the Waitaki Summer Music Camp in Oamaru; Colin Fitzpatrick (left), of Dunedin, and Gary Wilby, 
of Wellington, rehearse at the camp; Prof Peter Adams conducts the first full orchestra rehearsal. · 

led between the full rehearsals, 
tutored sessions and group ses
sions held throughout the week 

This year, the 65 participants, 
from Invercargill to Hamilton, 
would be joined on stage by eight 
tutors: Peter Adams, conductor 
and wind tutor; Anne Loeser, 
concertmaster; Sydney 
Manowitz, violin; Gerald Oliver, 
viola; Robert Ibell, cello; Ruth 
Brinkman, woodwind; Susan Dol
lin, woodwind; and Greg Hill, 
brass. 

While it was fun for the youn-

ger players, or passionate ama
teurs, to rub shoulders with 
experienced musicians, it was 
fun too for the tutors to "give back 
a bit". 

"They [tutors] are people at the 
very top of what goes on in this 
country," Mr Claman said. 

"They really like to foster 
things going on and help the 
young people. And they really 
like to know who is coming on." 

Musicians who had played at 
the camp in their youth had gone 
on to play in the National Sym-

PHOTOS: HAMISH MACLEAN 

phony Orchestra as well as over
seas, he said. 

The four-day chamber music 
camp ran this year from January 
5 to January 8. And from yester
day the musicians would focus on 
a standard orchestral repertoire 
- "terribly popular, big, lush, 
romantic stuff'. 

"The audience will love it," Mr 
Clam an said. "It's not the esoteric 
classical nobody is going to recog
nise, it's all the good standard 
stuff that people like to hear." 

ham ish. maclean@odt.co. nz 
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Meridian to hire in Twizel 
By SHANNON GILLIES 

THERE is excitment for Twizel 
and excitment for all of the 
Mackenzie District with Meri
dian Energy announcing a call 
centre would open in the lake
side town, Mackenzie Mayor 
Graham Smith says. 

A Meridian spokeswoman said 
recruitment started this week 
with about four customer con
sultant roles to be filled. 

The call centre would be run 
out of Meridian's Twizel Office, 
which opened in June 2016, and 
it was expected to be oper
ational by late February. 

She said the Twizel team was 
to start with four positions, but 

centre of hydro and that's Twi
zel. 

"Twizel is a hydro town and 
[Meridian's] put a lot of money 
into Twizel. 

iThe main centre for 
Meridian is always going 
to be the centre of hydro 

and that's Twizel~ 
- Graham Smith 

"It's good news for us." 
He said smaller towns gave 

companies options big centres 
had trouble to match. 

provided you can get good 
broadband access. That's the 
secret to it all." 

Meridian centre manager 
Rowena Fulham said creating 

the jobs in 
Twizel 
added to the 
resilience of 
the local 
community 
and added to 
the diversity 
of jobs the 
Twizel office 
provided, 

such as engineering and health 
and safety orientated roles . 

She said Twizel was chosen 
over cheaper options, such 
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